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never forget 
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See AG online! 
Visit to 
peek behind the scenes of 
AG magazine! Always get a 
parent’s permission before 
surfing the Web or giving 
out your full name, address, 
or any other personal info. 
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Splash into Summer! 


Silly ways to make hot 
days chilly! 


Vacation Memories 
Show off souvenirs in 
amemory box! 
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Proud to Be an American Girl!” 


Yikes! 
Tips and tricks for 
getting out of almost 


any sticky situation 


Spy Kid 

Spend a day on the 
set with movie star 
Alexa Vega. 
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About the Cover 

Meet Georgie W. and Samantha W., both age 9. 
They tried on lots of different suits to find ones 
that were just right for our cover. How many 
suits were there? To find out, turn to our new 
“Behind the Scenes” department on page 49! 


ee) Look for fun facts sprinkled throughout the magazine! 
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Cover photo: Jim Jordan 
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Double Dixie 

“Joy Ride” in March/April 2002 
was a wonderful story, and it 
turns out that Anna and I have a 
lot in common. First, my horse’s 
name is Dixie, too! And my 
family and I are hoping to train 
her to be a horse that people 
with disabilities can ride. I also 
barrel race with her. Thank you 
for publishing that great story! 


Age 11, Montana 


Hair Flair 

I loved your article on spring 
hairstyles in the March/April 
issue. I tried the hairstyles, 
and I love them all. I wore the 
“All Tied Up” style to school, 
but instead of using just white 
ribbon, I used red, white, and 
blue. How a 


Meatless Meals 
I loved your “What’s on Your 
Plate?” article in the March/ 
April issue. I’m thinking about 
becoming a vegetarian. I was 
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afraid that if I did, I would have 
to give up all my favorite foods, 


like hot dogs, hamburgers, and 
most of all—chicken nuggets. 
But I learned from your article 
that there are great imitation 
meats, So going veggie may 

be easier than I thought! 
Stephanie ff. 


Age 13, New York 


Fun for One 
I loved the March/April “Heart 
to Heart” section about having 


fun by yourself. Last weekend, 
I had no clue what to do for 
fun. I read the ideas that other 
readers sent in, and I ended 
up having a great day after all. 
Thank you! 


\fatie \. 


Age 12, New York 


Write to Us! 


Want to drop us a line? Write us at: 


AmericanGirl 


8400 Fairway Place 
Middleton, WI 53562 


You can also send letters via e-mail to 
im_agmag_editor@pleasantco.com. 
No matter how you write us, be sure 
to include your name and birth date. 
We can’t use every letter we receive, 
but we read and learn from each one. 


Illustrations: Mary Lynn Blasutta 
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Winner of a 2002 
Parents’ Choice 
Gold Award 
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IISEXDMess 


wea | Bea Happy Camper! 


using this buzzword this season: : . 
Whether you're a first-time summer camper or a seasoned pro, 


hodgepodge io aaa cece sami 
How to say it: HAND pat visitors to americangirl.com say these simple things will make 


What it means: a jumble or assort- you feel right at home! 


ment of things 


Where it comes from: “Hotchpotch” a two swimsuits so one will always be dry - 


is a Dutch word used in the 1400s 


to mean a dish containing a mixture «water bottle ai addvesw book 

of many ingredients. 

One way to use it: “Amy’s grand- | 

mother sent her a hodgepodge of SY \, a battery-operated clip-on fan a sweater for a cold night 

birthday gifts—from a pink plastic 

Ramings to purple Rolleriades. a deck of cards VQ long, loose pants for hikes in the woods a flashlight 
sunglasses and sunscreen G stationery and stamps 


. ae our pillow from home 
\S ae 
lots and lots of socks oy 6 


The buzzword is tucked somewhere 
into this issue of American Girl. Can 
you find it? Answer is on page 44. 


Illustrations: Paul Meisel 
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————_ seriously. “Nearly 
every weekend, | go out with my 
friends and sell lemonade. Last 


Brenna drops her earnings into a 
donation box at her local animal 
shelter. “I found my dog there, 
because they don’t put dogs to 
sleep. Without donations, there 
wouldn’t be such a great shelter.” 


Reennce L. 
Age 12, New York 


77 


, You (o» ine Tou! 


id 


Donating profits from a lemonade 
stand is a great way to help your 
community. Give these hints a try: 


= Create signs that advertise how 


you plan to use your profits. < ) 


= Team up with pals and locate 
your stand at a neighborhood 
yard sale or a sibling’s ball game. 


= Keep your cash box out of sight. 
Put it under a counter or out of Gap 
reach of people passing by. ry | 


= Sell cookies, brownies, or other 
treats along with the lemonade. 


CrirlsExpress 


Our readers tested these trendy taters to 
see if they were super spuds—or duds. 


Kool Blue Cinna-Stiks f "§ Cocoa Crispers 


The blue color was Best of the three. Sweet, | | An interesting mix of 
but not too sweet. [ _\[ chocolate and potato! 
hese were my favorite They tasted good! | Beware if you don’t like — 


| 


bore 5 { 


| enjoyed these. Not ii Y 
sure if | should eat bare 3. kel 
them for breakfast They won't be on my — 
or dinner, r shopping list. 


Sam 6 


ven though they taste 4 
ore like regular fries. 
born J. 

etter than McDonald’s | 
y day! _#f 


junk food. These are _ 
very unhealthy! 


story 


From trash to treasure—a story of survival. 


hake anc reseued the kitten, — 
k to shore. We gave a description °f ee 
cad they reporned ce, nate DET 


and then we rushed ba: 


ten would live. Sh 


named her ‘Lucky 
tet ape pw that 


and seems to know 


3 t 
My cousin Shelby adopted the se: 
Jo.’ Now she is a happy, funny 


! 
she deoe. eee OMe. 
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Marie and Mom 
dropping together 
down their back- 
yard ramp 


Mom and “Grom!” 


People say Marie W. looks just like her mom. . . athletic, big smile, 
wild-flying hair on each air-grabbing trick. No wonder! The nine-year- 
old and her mom love the same extreme sport—skateboarding. 
Whether they’re trying stunts on a mini-ramp in the backyard of 
their California home or on the vert ramp at a skate park, these 
two agree: it’s great to skate! 
When Marie and her brother attended a skate camp 
four years ago, their mom, Isabelle, took a chance 
on the ramp, too. Soon all three were skateboarding 
together. Says Marie, “I thought 
it was cool that I would have 
one of the only moms who 
skateboards.” 

Marie and Isabelle encourage other 
groms (young skateboarders) and moms 
to get rolling. How does it feel on your first | 
drop down the ramp? “Like butterflies in 
your stomach,” Marie says, “but your 
happiest time, too!” Whoosh! 


POL 


pen answers: 


In our March/April 2002 issue, 
we asked you what female face <2 
you thought should grace Mount 
Rushmore. Here’s what you said: 


1. My mom 
2. Rosa Parks 


3. Harriet Tubman 


4. Eleanor Roosevelt 


Next question: 


If you could have one item from the | 
Harry Potter books in real life, what 
would you choose? Circle one. 


A. A magic wand 
B. A flying broomstick 
C. An invisibility cloak 


D. A remembrall 


= 
= 
< 

> 
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Creative Contests,s+¢ 


Beat the summer blahs by Se 5 
entering these fun contests! 


OO°e €e0e C@ 
Vote for Mom! 0) Sculpt Sweet Art @ 


What to do: Make a short video for What to do: Get together with other 
Got Milk? that tells why your mom @ students in your school and create 
is the “Ultimate Soccer Mom.” a full-size mural or sculpture using 


Prize: Nationwide Got Milk? eeeein G) 


is for Fun! 

| Buy a large wooden 

* letter in your initial 
from a craft store. 
Paint the letter and 
let dry. Press on pretty 
stickers, then hang 
the letter in your room! 


g| 2, Help Wanted! 


To help us celebrate our 10th 
3 birthday in 2003, we'd like to 
= +) hear if American Girl has changed 
= your life—even in a small way. 
BS Did you help out your community 
Ns after reading something in the 
V) ) magazine? Try a new hobby? 
&, Create a craft that your grandma 
treasures? Cook a recipe that’s 
34 now a family favorite? Let us 
know! Send your reply to the 
© address on page 2 with your full 
§ } name, address, and birth date. 


mustache ad and a trip to Walt Prize: Grand prize is $10,000 for 
Disney World. your school. Five first-place schools 


How to enter: receive $5,000. 


For details, see 
“Got Milk? 
3-V-3 Soccer 
Shootout” at 
whymilk.com. 


How to enter: For details about the 
“ArtSMART” contest, go to 
nestlesweetarts.com. 


between September 23, 2002, and 
Deadline: January 31, 2003. 


August 31, 2002. 


Deadline: Send a photo of your art G) 


What to do: American Girl will 
celebrate its 10th birthday in 2003, 
so we need a song from you to the 

tune of “Yankee Doodle.” Here’s ours: 


Prize: Winners will appear in the 
January/February 2003 issue. 


How to enter: Send your song to the 
address on page 2. Include your full 


name, address, and birth date. 
> 


Hip hooray! we’re 10 years old. 5 Deadline: August 15, 2002. 


of We want you to remember, 4 & R 
You help us do our very best 


> 


From January to December. Sal dy w Os 


American girls, keep it Up! 


e American girls, we hear you. ] 
= Write a son ' Go to americangir!.com to share your 
& to celebrate, ideas for celebrating American Girl 
‘ 4 And for that we will cheer you! magazine’s 10th ‘eal 
5 a @ 
: Rid f\> 
: 7 
p> 
& y, B 
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_» Our Fizzy Favorites 


Cheers to these winners for their bubbling beverages! 


@ 


& 


When you drink 
__my pop, you feel 
like you’re ona 
tropical island. 


My soda has 
a great mint 
flavor that always 


.. Kendra P 


Age 11, Texas 


Princess Pegala’s 
Poppin’ Pop includes 
Pop Rocks, so you 
can keep popping 

~ long after you’re done. 


A... 


NE 


Age 14, Virginia 


Crrksl:xpress 


@ 
© 
“Chiller” is | named my soda 
a noncarbonated after the sound 
frozen hot a bubble makes 
chocolate. when it pops! 
Ps Umeha F F} Kelsey \). 


Age 11, Maryland 


Age 13, Washington 


“G Mly rainbow soda 
has a different fruit 
flavor every time 
you take a sip! 


A Erm At. 


Age 13, California 


The flavor of this 
pop is a mystery. 
You must scratch 
under the cap to 
reveal the flavor! 


‘ 
‘ 
= Jennifer Z. 


Age 14, New Jersey \ 


| like marshmallows, 
so a soda flavored 
like them would 

be good! 


Lauren B 
Age 9, Massachusetts 


My ingredients 
include strawberry 
syrup, orange 
juice, and 7-Up. 


8 Shawne B. 


Age 10, California 
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Heart to Heart S@y 
True Friends 


More than 1,300 of you wrote to tell 
about the ways your friends showed 
that they really care. 


My birthday was 
on September 11. 


I was so worried 
and sad about the tragedy that 
I forgot it was my birthday. 
But my friend Kailee didn’t for- 
get. She and her mom found 
the perfect gift—a teddy bear 
named Peace. It was just what 
I needed, and 


peace was 
what I was 
wishing for 
the world. 


Jessica X. 


Age 10, California 


I had a big test 
coming up, but 
I left my book 
at school! I called my friend 
for help. She took a half hour 
to read all the information 


to me. 
Soame R. 
Age 11, Illinois 
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One time, a bully 
in my class was 
making fun of 
me, and everyone was listen- 
ing to her. I felt so bad! Then 
a girl I barely knew stood up 
and told the bully how wrong 
she was. I thanked that girl 
later. It was the beginning of 
our friendship, and we’ve been 
best friends ever since. 


Elizabeth &. 


Age 11, Michigan 


One Halloween, 
I cut my hand 


A S// 


carving a pump- 
kin. I had to get stitches, and I 
missed out on trick-or-treating. 
My best friend, Cristina, heard 
about my accident, and the 
next day she brought me half 
of her candy! It made me feel 
special to know she cared. 


fRachet Lu 


Age 12, Connecticut 


When I was 
stuck on a very 
difficult math 
problem, my best friend, Katie, 
was right there to help me. 


She didn’t tell me the answer 
but guided me through it to 
help me learn. 


Catalina ¥. 


Age 9, Minnesota 


I like my friend 
Kacey for lots 

of different 
reasons, but especially for one 
simple thing: tissues! I have 
really bad allergies, and every 
time I am about to sneeze, 
Kacey comes 
running to 
me with 

a tissue. 

I think she’s 
the grooviest! J 


Fachel e 


Age 11, California ie 


Illustrations: Laura Cornell 
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My friend Molly 
showed me true 


friendship on an 
unexpectedly cold day. I was 
stuck wearing a light jacket at 
recess. Molly saw me shivering 
on the swings and gave me her 
mittens to wear. 


Jovelle 8, 


Age 11, Michigan 


I was going to 
sing in front of a 


lot of people, and 
I was scared. I asked my friend 
to come, but she said she was 
having a sleepover that night. 
When the time came, I stepped 
up to the microphone and saw 
my friend waving at me from 
the front row. She canceled the 
sleepover to come see me! 


Julie N) 


Age 11, California 


This year, neither 
one of my closest 


friends was in my 
class. I felt really alone. Then a 
girl named Roseanne invited 
me to play at recess. She helped 
me when I really needed it, and 
we're great friends now. 


Kathe 7 har 


Age 10, Colorado 


My sister Alysun 
helps me through 
hard times. I have 


cystic fibrosis, and when I have 
an IV, she encourages me and 

holds my hand 
no matter how 


hard I squeeze. | 
She is really a / 
true friend! = / 


Aimee &. 


Age 11, California 


When I moved, 
I was too sad. On 


my birthday, my 
friends sent me e-mails, cards, 
pictures, and presents, letting 
me know they didn’t forget me. 


Age 12, foe 


Last year I broke 
my leg. Ihada 


big cast and was 
on crutches for six weeks. My 
friend Kiri carried my books 

to every class. Sometimes she 
had to carry ten books! I’m 
sure it was hard for her, but she 
always had a smile on her face 
and never complained. I’m glad 
she’s my friend. 

Jeoke S. 


Age 11, Pennsylvania 


! Speak from. 
| Your iene 


My friend gave 
me a present, but 
I didn’t have one 
for her. I felt bad, but she said, 
“That’s all right. Just being my 
friend is enough.” It really 
touched me. 


ToRi H: 


Age 10, Texas 


. 4 ? ts: ret id if 
world? How do people treat you 
eo Is there anything you 


| Deadline: August 7, 2002. 


Some answers will appear in the 
January/February 2003 issue. X 


Amelia's Notebook 


JEDE ‘Fer 


by Marissa Moss 
(and anime -Lacher Amelio) 


July lé 
Thee con | This is mufiret We a 
They can his is my tirstday camping with Carly and her family. lve been studying 


tell a 
finch from animal tracks — \hope | find some! | want to b t ‘ 
& flycatcher. P 2: | want to be an expert ot some tira 


pppoe ebm because Carly knows a lot of constellations, and her brothers are practically 


\y catche . : 
oN “oe professional bird-watchers. 
Was a Cap, > 
base bal| ty oles 
? re j ¢ - 4o 
player ; - . 0, he oY 
Bm" 
l of Cy aes 
Ye 4 x5, Te 
69 SX fos ni 2 = 
: - he) en 


re Par. 
es « 
yo mS 
oO Be 
Carly’s brother +o Id astory he said was true about how awoman was 
atacked by a mountain l'on last year in this same park, Carly didn’t 
believe him, but her other brother said he read about it, too. 
) . rion? r 
They can Fis ea fags 
entity = 
a ye |low~ eg — 
bellied + 
Sapsucker. es) 
A\l | can 
— fgentrey 
row 
e llow 
rubber 


pu Sleeping m a tent was hard enough -~it fel like the ground was 
oo ey sprouting sharp rocks under my sleeping bag — but | kept thinking | heard 
something rustling outside. Something like a large anima). Something like... 


a mountain lion ? Ground Should not sharp! 


be aia 


14 


10 


Here's a 


- 


\ didn'+ know bugs 
ec could chew $0 loudly. 


yee BUNcH! 


like drugs 


J 
sour 
04? 


cece Noay 
EELHGEL// Bre UPPUPPLE 
BRR UPEU PREY 


| kept my eyes on +he ground today, looking for animal tracks. | was 


sure that after hearing all those noises last night, 


Thay 
ha, % 
l'd find Something. ae geek 1 ue # % Tan 
ras pear’s 5 
* Ps “@ x 
What were And |did —a@ great BIG pA alae ot i ae 7 
x \ 
the . Wert: 8. Le 
chomoing Print. Lwanted te follow the cor" SH 
a si 
Ahy way’ ek 


Leaves? tracks, but | alse wanted to get as far away as possible. Before | could i 
rave |? 2 
ae there was a | 


in the bushes — just Ike last night! Something BIG was in there: And 


whatever it was, it was coming closer. 


A towny beast burst 0 me creme ni ge eae 


started laughing. “It's not a mountain rons it's a Great Dane!"she yelled. 


wild 


attmal ( was $O embarrassed (well, relieved, too). “It's big enough to be a mountain 
/ definitely 


| Bout ton, so | was close," | sard. “Anyway, people shouldn't take dogs camping — 
wan ° 
getnear! 


“ they'|| scare away the wildlife.” But that night, | was glad thedog 
was Nearby. He was the one who got sprayed bya skunk — not us 


- ssw ” ee ele emia meee ase aa ARES 


11 
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Give Me a Hand 


Create a handmade 

sprinkler! Cut tiny holes 

in the fingertips of arubber ® 
glove (ask Mom before 
cutting any #iéves!). Place 
the glove on a hose and 


_ secure it with a rubber 


band. Turn on the hose. 
Watch as the water fills 
the glove and sprays out 
the fingers! 


AMERICAN GIRL 


Illustrations: Carol Yoshizumi Photos: Jim Jordan Styling: Jim Jordan, Michelle Rubin Additional credits on page 2. 


has a pitcher and a player at 
each hase. Team 2 is first 
up to bat. Use a beach ball 


and pool noodle for the ball 
and bat. Players should 
swim to bases. Play for 3 
innings. Batter up! 


Place T-shirts and shorts in 
a bucket filled with cold 
water. Divide into 2 teams. 
Have a race to see which 
team can put on the most 
clothes in 2 minutes. 


JULY/AUGUST 2002 
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High and Dry 


In this goofy swimming race, 
each player should be holding 
a tennis ball. The object is to 
win the race while keeping 
the tennis ball dry! 


Who can complete the 

most full somersaults? Who 
can do a handstand for the 
longest time? Who can walk 
on her hands the farthest? 
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an 
‘d Stay Coo] - awe? 


q' 


Play Telephone underwater. 
Have everyone stand in a 
line in the pool. Player 1 
thinks of a word and goes 
underwater with Player 2. 


On Guar d Player 1 tells Player 2 the 
Place 2 piles of 10 water word. Both girls come up 
balloons in the yard. Divide for air. Then Player 2 goes 
into 2 teams. Each team has underwater with Player 3 
to guard its water balloons and tells her the word. 
but must also try to steal Continue this until the 
the other team’s water last girl in line is reached. 
balloons. See which team Did the first and last girl 
has the most unbroken have the same word? 


balloons after 3 minutes! 


Set up an obstacle course 
in the pool. Pop up through 
a hula hoop, swim under a 
pool noodle, and swim over 
a beach ball. 


Sing While 
Jou Swim! 


Have a silly race! See who 
can swim on her back the 
fastest while singing a song. 
If a player stops singing, she 
needs to begin again! 


po 7 at the poop 
“ih 
ANS 


Cool-a Hula 

Gather up some friends and 
hula hoops. Then, hula under 
the cool spray of a sprinkler! 


JULYAAUGUSE 2002 15° 
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Wet a sponge thoroughly 
and throw it to tag players. 
Splash—you’re It! 


i as -. y . et . -™ 
% a j ! / fi ' 
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Play a game of Hide and 
Seek that will cool you off! 
Choose one girl to be It. 
Players have 30 seconds 
to hide. It searches for 
players with a squirt bottle 
in her hand. If she finds 
anyone hiding, she must 
squirt her! 


Fill a bucket with ice. Give 
each player a bowl. Have 
a contest to see who can 
transfer the most ice 
cubes from the bucket to 
her bowl in one minute— 
using only her toes! 


Penny Points 


“Fill a baby pool with water 
and throw in some pennies. 
The date on the pennies is 
worth points: 1960s—20 
points; 1970s—15 points; 


1980s—10 points, etc. Have 
a race to see who can get the 


most points in 1 minute.” 
Remove pennies from pool 
when finished so toddlers 
don’t swallow them! 


Natasha :-) 


Age 11, Illinois 


What an Ice 
Surprise! 


“Put a small toy, such as a 
key chain, in a balloon and 
fill the balloon with water. 
Freeze overnight. The next 
day, peel off the balloon and 
trade ice balls with your 
friends. Play with them ina 
wading pool until they melt. 
Everyone gets a prize!” 


Rachel :-) 


Age 11, Texas 


Squish Relay 


Tumble Down 


Set up a line of 5 to 10 
empty plastic soda bottles. 
Blindfold a player and have 
her stand about 3 feet away 
from the bottles. Hand her a 
squirt bottle to use to spray 
the bottles down. See who 
can make the most bottles 
tumble in 30 seconds! 


Soak your hair underwater. 
Then, pop up and see who 
creates the kookiest hairdo! 
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& AG readers! top three favorite things to write abovt were summer, friends, and pets. 
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f Contest Winners | | 
“ 
Your Favorite Things 


@ We asked you to write poems about your favorite things. 
More than 1,800 of you did! Here are our favorites. € 
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Horse 

His mane flies in 
The wind 

As he runs through 
The prairie 

His sleek coat so 
Shiny 

His hooves pound the earth 
What a sight to 
Watch 

He’s so worryless 
And free 
Magnificent and 
Royal 

Is a Horse 


Reco N. 


Age 12, New Jersey 


v 


Tamworth, New Hampshire 
| always like July 

best 

when you go to White Lake 

and live in a giant tent 

and see the clouds float over 

the mountains 

and hear the laughter 

and ride to Bobby Sue’s to eat ice cream. 

You wake up 

and hear your mother and cousin chatting 

and get up to swim and feel the sand on your toes 
and smell the campfire’s warm air 
all the time. 


Ae f. 


Age 13, Maine 


- 


Illustrations: Suzanna Hubbard 
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Tinkerpaws 


The whole room 


My Music Box J 


Smooth lid, — Wd ote 
wood as pale as baby’s skin— vais %a@ 
my music box. in, 

Two hearts clasp each other, 3 

flowers in their midst — tines 


my music box. 
It plays a song of love — 


my music box. she ae 
My grandmother’s last gift to me is 
before she died, l 
it plays me to sleep— 
my music box. 
$% 
Ko Marime Qh. eff 
i é One a 
Age 11, California gas C % 
whisker. Be 
K She 
K ys walks 
E x @% into my 
The Things l Love dog’s bed 
Stars sleepwalking across the night sky, and 
Snow falling down from way up high, stares 
K Shells on the beach, the waves make them glisten, at me 
Talking to someone who wants to listen. r’ e with soft 
o,” green 
The applause that I get, after the show, eyes. 
An American flag waving to and fro, She 
The glitter on my cheeks called “Gentle Moonbeam,” puuurrrrs 
Falling asleep to a wonderful dream. and 
puuurrrrs, 
Rainbows that almost go through a cloud, swishing her 
Turning a great song way up loud, z tail. 
Dancing away in my own secret world,” 4 Orange, 
How my hair looks phen it's J just been curled. } with 


tiny-white 


Hearing the computer say, “You’v got mail tinkerpaws, no 
Petting a puppy that’s wagging” $ tail, : bigger than 
Seeing the clouds in the blue sky above, a 

In case you hadn’t guessed, it’s life that | love. quarter. 


Lisa ©. & Abbie (. 


Age 12, Virginia Age 11, Ohio 
Runners-Up: @ 


Age 12, Maryland Age tpn  o Adley Uo. 
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Photos: Rico Torres, Miramax Illustrations: Karen Greenberg 


AG spends a day undercover with actor Alexa Vega! 


What does it take to turnaregu- | 


lar kid into a super spy? Lots of 


hard work, a great stunt double, 


and about an hour in the hair 
and makeup trailer, where 
Alexa’s on-set day begins. “My 
hair is normally blond,” the 
13-year-old explains, “but they 
dyed it and cut it for the movie.” 
This morning, Alexa munches 
Lucky Charms while a stylist 


| horrible! So I just get dressed 


in the morning and brush my 
teeth. I don’t bother fixing my 
hair because I come to the set 
and they do it.” 

Since the Spy Kids movie 
set is in Texas—not California, 
where Alexa and her family 
live—she and her mom have 


| been staying at a nearby apart- 


ment. Each morning, a driver 


crimps her hair to give her the wavy look she picks up Alexa and takes her to the set. Getting 


wears as Spy Kid Carmen Cortez. up early can be a pain, but by the time she starts 
Eight-thirty is a late start for Alexa and Daryl 


Sabara, who plays her brother, Juni, in the film. 


working, Alexa is in good spirits. She and Daryl 
joke back and forth, just like a real sister and 


“We've been having these really early set calls,” brother. “We usually play loud music,” Alexa says, 


Alexa says. “The other day we had tobe inmake- “and we'll boogie while they’re doing my hair and 


up at 6 A.M. The day before that, it was 5:30. It’s makeup and everything.” 


a | wish! could 
>” go Boom!’ and 
my hair would 
be done, and ! 
could just hang 
out or study. 
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9:30 a.m. 
In the first scene filmed 
today, Spy Kids Alexa 
and Daryl have to 
escape from a sinking 
spy submarine. On set, 
the submarine hangs 
suspended in a 20-foot- 
tall water tank! Before 
Alexa and Dary] per- 
form the scene, their 
stunt doubles swim out 
of the sub and up to the 
water’s surface a few 
times to make sure everything will go smoothly. 
The stunt doubles are kids, too. How do you get 
to be a stunt double, especially when you're only 


Alexa poses with some of the other kids in the movie. Costumes 
and wigs help make the stunt doubles look a lot like the actors. 
In fact, the blond “girl” stunt double in back is really a boy! 
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13 years old? “Being athletic is a big part of it,” says 
Katie Boggs, Alexa’s stunt double. “So is getting 
familiar with the stunts you have to do and making 
sure youre safe.” Katie’s dad is a professional 
stuntman, and he got her interested in the job. She 
loves her work. “It’s very exciting!” she says. 
Close-up, Katie doesn’t look 


exactly like Alexa. But once Katie’s 
in costume 
with her hair 
styled like 
Alexa’s, it’s 
tough to tell 
the two apart 
if you can’t 
see their faces. 
Even so, Alexa does perform some of her own 
stunts. She’s trained in gymnastics, and she’s not 
afraid to take risks. “If you can see Alexa’s face 

at all, and if the stunt is not too dangerous, then 
she'll do it,” says Katie. * 

Katie is more than Alexa’s stunt double—she’s 
her friend, too. The girls hit it off when they 
worked together for a few weeks on the first Spy 
Kids movie. “Katie was the best,” says Alexa. 
When they met up again on the set of Spy Kids 2, 
“We just totally clicked,” Alexa explains. “We’re 
best friends. We talk about everything! Back home 
I’m areal tomboy kind of girl. When I found Katie, 
I thought, ‘Yes! A girl who understands me!” Both 
girls love shopping, clothes, and music, but they 
also love four-wheelers, sports, and go-carts. 


scene, Alexa 


‘ready to swim Wi e ° 


of the sub. 


Alexa and Daryl climb into the submarine set, 


swim out through the water tank, and climb back 


A member of the crew helps Alexa and Daryl get through 
several watery takes of the submarine escape scene. 


down to the ground. Hairstylists and a costume 
crew wait nearby. The Spy Kids quickly change 
into dry gear and get their hair dried and styled— 
again! Then they climb back into the submarine 
to shoot the whole scene once more. Before the 
scene is done, Alexa and Daryl have gone 


through this process four 
or five times. “We usually 
do at least three or four 
takes of each scene,” 
Alexa explains, “and after 
that we usually get it at 

a different angle.” On an 
average day, the actors 
and crew put together 
only about a minute or two 
of the finished movie! 
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Here Alexa tries to save the sinking spy 
sub! Believe it or not, this scene inside 


the submarine cockpit was filmed ona 
different day and on a different set than 


the submarine escape scene. 


After a break for lunch, Alexa checks in with her 
on-set tutor to do some studying. Today she’s 
working on algebra, which she doesn’t really like, 
and poetry, which she loves. On set, she uses the 
same books and does the same assignments as 
the rest of her classmates at home in California. 
She has to spend three hours a day on school- 
work to make sure she keeps up with her class. 


2:30 P.M. 

As the afternoon rolls on, Alexa reports back 

to the hair and makeup trailer. She has her hair 
styled for at least the sixth time today! In the 
scene she’s filming later in the afternoon, she'll 
be jumping into the water again. This time, the 
scene is set in a pool hidden deep inside a cave on 
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the Island of Lost Dreams. Even though Alexa’s 

jumping into the pool, she needs her hair styled. 
Sitting in the stylist’s chair, Alexa talks about 

being an actor. She’s been performing on TV and 


ur 


Alexa and Daryl find their way on the Island of Lost Dreams. 


in movies since she was four, and 
she loves her job, especially when 
her boss is Robert Rodriguez, the 
is no problem 
for Alexa since she works on 
only a few scenes each day. 
“I learn my lines pretty quickly,” 
she explains. 


director of the Spy Kids movies. 
“He’s great to work with,” Alexa says, Fa 
“because he explains everything 

to me very specifically. And he’s not 
too serious. He understands kids.” —_ Daryl and Alexa in the cave 


take place right 
before the actors film each 
scene. Scenes are filmed out of 
order to make filming more 
After along break, Alexa goes back to work. Her part of the cave bic cigie ali ails le 


scene starts as she and Daryl hop into the water from the edge were used to 
create many scenes in both Spy 
Kids movies. Alexa didn’t know 


of the pool. The cameras roll as they crawl out and say their lines. 


The director calls for quiet on the set so that Alexa and Daryl what the first movie would look 
can perform the scene again. It’s past 6:00 when the director finally like until she watched it in the 
decides he has captured the scene just how he wants it. After drying a 
off one more time, Alexa heads for home. Today is the last day of to girls who 


want to act? “Keep trying and 
i ; don’t give up on yourself! | do 
Alexa’s looking forward to spending time with her family, but she not get every audition | go on.” 


knows she'll miss life on the set. “We have a blast,” she says. 


filming before the cast and crew take a break for a couple of weeks. 


“Everybody here is like family, too.” 
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The week before she died, Aunt Kathy rode her 
horse Suzie over to visit us. It was her last ride. It 
was early autumn and we got out a bucket of water 
for Suzie. After Aunt Kathy died, there was no one 
left so Suzie came to live with us. 

I was 8. Now I’m almost 11. My little brother 
Peter was 6. Now he’s 8. 

It was warm and early autumn and the leaves 
on the trees were red and orange and yellow and 
the sky was blue and the grass was green. Suzie 
was sad and old and had a bad hoof with a shoe 
hanging loose. We brushed her a lot and I talked 
to her a lot and her winter coat was growing. 

Peter helped me gather the fallen apples out 
of our old apple orchard so Suzie could graze our 
old orchard grass. 

* 

Mom’s the horse expert and a nurse ina 
hospital. Dad works at home, taking care of us 
and the place. Suzie was our first horse. Dad 
practiced holding the halter up after putting her 
to bed. He studied it, like staring at a puzzle. 

Suzie let Dad hold her halter over her head 
crooked, upside down, sideways, over her eyes, 


soft horse eyes 


by Charlie Burdge 


and flattened her ears until she stuck her nose 
where her nose is supposed to go. 

Sd 

Her second day with us, Suzie wanted to go 

to school with us so she snuck out and came and 
stood by us in the yard. Dad had gone into the 
barn to put her halter on and to open her back 
door so Suzie could graze the orchard grass. She 
walked out and stood with us and our backpacks. 
Dad came walking with the halter in his hand and 
a shaky look on his face. He stuck out the halter 
and she stuck in her nose. 


Suzie sneezed on the sleeve of my sweater on 
my way to school one day. It was Sharing Day at 
school so I shared Suzie’s snots on my sweater 
sleeve. Some kids laughed a lot and a lot of kids 
said, “Yuck!” and the teacher said, “Please go 
hang your sweater on a hook in the hall.” 

Peter shies from big dogs. Big dogs jump up 
and knock him down, but he’d hug Suzie and lean 
his head onto the soft coat of her belly and sit by 
her anytime. I would, too. 

% 

The first time the blacksmith came, he saw 
how we were with Suzie. He was mad and yelled, 
“Don’t you know a big horse like that can kill 
you?” and then yelled at Dad for letting us be the 
way we were with her. 

Dad told us the blacksmith was right to say 
what he said and told us just to be careful. 

The next time the blacksmith came, I told him 


my mom knows more about horses than he does 


and she said we can be the way we are with Suzie. 
I told him he doesn’t know Suzie’s sweet nature 
like we do. He just smiled and said, “O.K., young 
lady.” I told him to be nice to Suzie. 

& 

Stone walls and woods and some fencing go 
around our yard where Suzie grazed the autumn 
lawn grass. She looked in our house windows, 
chewing, with grass hanging out of her mouth. 
Sometimes she’d follow us when Mom called us 
in. She’d be standing at the kitchen door looking 
in, like “What’s for dinner?” 

e 

Zooey, our cat, and Suzie had a game every day 
to see how close Zooey could get to her. Suzie’s 
big head’d be down grazing with those big eyes 
seeing all around. Then she’d blow that horse 
snort and Zooey’d run away. 

ra 

Winter nights were cozy. Mom, Peter, and I had 
special barn nights. Suzie grew a great winter coat. 
We'd brush Suzie’s coat and Mom would pick 
Suzie’s feet and taught me to pick her feet, too. But 
Peter was still too little. 

My birthday’s the day after Christmas. Mom 
said I could invite all my friends to my birthday 


party, which was a treat because we have sucha 
little house. Before cake, all my friends followed 
me out to the barn. 

Suzie’s halter was spiffy-looking hanging by her 
stall door. Dad had shined the brass nameplate on 
it and oiled the leather. 

Mom lined us all up. Some of us had a little piece 
of apple and some had carrot. All eleven girls in my 
class lined up and Suzie’s nostrils got big smelling 
food and her eyes got shiny like it was her birthday. 

Mom opened the stall door and Suzie hung her 
head out over Mom’s shoulder. Mom had me show 
my friends how to hold a hand flat and let Suzie 
get her lips to it. Mom said, “Now, Suzie, be a lady,” 
and she was. She took each piece with her lips and 
in her own way said thank you to my friends. 

S 

Peter’s birthday’s in June. We cleaned up the 

barn and set it up like a theater and had a singer- 


storyteller lady come. Suzie hung her head out 


over the stall door to watch the show. I can’t 
remember if she got carrots and apples then. 
¢ 

We knew where she was grazing when we were 
inside the house with the windows open. We could 
hear her chewing. If we smelled rosemary or 
basil or mint, we knew she was in Momma’s herb 
garden. We’d go to the window and say, “Suzie, 
get!” and she would mosey away. 

Magnolia leaves were Suzie’s favorite sneaky 
treat. If she got caught swiping magnolia leaves, 
she knew she was in big, bongo trouble. 

One summer day Dad was sorting laundry 
upstairs. It was hot and Peter was being mean to 
me or maybe | was being mean to him, I don’t 
remember. Dad sent us both to our rooms to calm 
down. Then he looked outside and saw Suzie. Dad 
thinks she heard the commotion in the house and 
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figured it was a good time to swipe magnolia 
leaves, so he put her in her room, too. 


When Suzie’s belly itched, she’d walk over the 
tops of our holly bushes and rock back and forth 
scratching her belly. Or she’d scratch a belly itch 
on a little dogwood and walk through our lilac 
bushes to get away from flies or scratch her itchy 
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sides. We’d shoo her but Dad said, “Let her be. The 
bushes will be around a lot longer than she will.” 
All summer, kids played barefoot in the yard 
around Suzie grazing. We played baseball, soccer, 
chase, tag, hide-and-seek. We had a swimming 


pool—the kind you blow up with air. She never 


_ drank from it because it was scummy from so 


many kids in it. Anytime a car drove in, she would 
go stand by the gate to say hi. 
a 

Suzie had two shoes to hold her front two hooves 
from cracking to pieces. Daddy would lead her out 
to the pain when the blacksmith came. The bang- 
ing, the hammering hurt her. A lot. And bending an 
old leg up and out hurt her. : 

She knew when the blacksmith drove in. She’d 
be led out to pain and she let Daddy lead her. 
He'd say, “It’s O.K., girl. It’s O.K., girl. It’s gonna 
be O.K.” He’d say that over and over, sing-song 


like a lullaby, while the blacksmith was banging. 
And after, too. 
* 

An old orchard rock big as a bench was out 
beside her back door. We’d sit with her watching 
bats, stars, and fireflies. Zooey’d turn up and 
they’d have their game. Suzie’d graze the orchard 
late into summer nights. Her stall light made the 
orchard darker. When we had to go in to bed, we’d 
say good night and she’d walk off and disappear, 
all but her chewing. 

Winter nights we’d want her to follow us in to be 
by the woodstove, but summer nights we wanted 
to stay out with her in the cool summer air. 

6 

Late that summer we had a harvest gathering 
for friends and neighbors. Peter was helping me 
shuck sweet corn in the yard when Suzie snuck 
up behind us and swiped a bag full of corn. The 
chase was on! She took a shortcut through our 
berry patch, then dropped the bag but got a cob, 


ran, and ate it in the shade of the graveyard, 
which is what we calla part of our yard where 
there are a lot of rocks as big as gravestones. 
“She can still run like a racehorse when she puts 
her mind to it,” Mom would say. 

® 

Suzie walked off our place twice for longer 
grass. The first time, a gate was left open. She 
walked down by the house to the road. I saw 
her stop, look, and listen both ways, then cross 
to graze a neighbor’s yard. The other time she 
reached her long neck over a humongous ram- 
bling rosebush and saw long grass down a hill 
beside the barn. Next thing, I heard a crashing 
noise. She just plowed through the briar mess 
to graze beside the side road. 

& 

I kept bugging Dad about naming our place 
something like Olympic Gold Farm or Gold 
Medal Farm, but he always just said, “Someday, 
maybe.” He said, “We’re not a farm. All we’ve got 
is this little old barn with a broken-down horse.” 

* 

Suzie’d let me ride her around the yard. 
Bareback. Without the weight of the saddle on 
her creaky legs. 

In early autumn, I rode Suzie down to the 
remembrance ceremony we had for Aunt Kathy 
at the back pond. Days later Suzie started limping 
from the right front. We thought she’d maybe 
picked up a stone off the dirt road. 

Dr. Fair came. He dug around in her foot for a 
rock. But no. He came back the next day and took 
X-rays. He called to say she’d foundered. That’s 
bad. A bone in her right front hoof had moved, so 
it was like she was standing her weight on a sore 
finger. A horse stands almost all the time, even 
sleeping, so foundering is bad. That’s all I know 
and that it hurts like crazy. 
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The blacksmith came. He did what’s called a 
hot pack and put a pad between her shoe and 
hoof. Dr. Fair told me to walk her a lot, so I did, 
before and after school. But no. It didn’t help. 

When I came home from school on Friday, 
Daddy had to tell me Dr. Fair would come tomor- 
row afternoon to put Suzie out of her misery. 

I was mad. I went to the magnolia tree, ripped off 
as many leaves as I could carry, and fed them to her. 

She chewed wood off a window that looks out 
to the house. She’d never chewed wood before. 

We gave her medicine to kill the pain. We sat 
with her most of the night. 

e 


soft horse eyes 


sott horse ears 


sott horse nose 
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The morning was warm and early autumn and 
the leaves on the trees were red and orange and 
yellow and the sky was blue and the grass was 
green. We brushed Suzie a lot and I talked to her 
a lot and her winter coat was growing. Daddy 
showed us the sunny spot of orchard grass outside 
her back stall door where we would bury her. 

Daddy opened her back stall door and Suzie 
limped out to graze orchard grass—where 
Momma, Peter and I said good-bye. Momma 
took us to a restaurant lunch. Our neighbor Andy 
came to be with Dad. 

When the backhoe came to dig the grave, 
Daddy led Suzie into her stall and opened the half 
door to her back stall door. She hung her head 
out, chewing hay and watching the digger like 
she was watching us play baseball. 

Later I asked Andy if Daddy led Suzie out to the 
sunny spot singing his lullaby, “It’s O.K., girl. It’s 
O.K., girl. You’re gonna be O.K.” And Andy said yes. 

It was weird to come home and see brown dirt 
where green, green orchard grass had been. We 
stood there crying and telling stories and laughing. 
Daddy held her halter. 

+ 

Daddy wouldn’t go into the barn again. He 
painted the outside a different color. He couldn’t 
stand looking at it without Suzie being in there. 

& 

I was up in the loft goofing around one day in 
December. I heard the barn door creak open. It 
was Daddy. I think he was looking for me. He 
turned to go out but stopped. He went and picked 
up Suzie’s halter. He shook off dust and cobwebs, 
then stared at it a long time, holding it out like he 
was hoping she’d stick her nose where her nose is 
supposed to go. He put it down and walked out. 
He left the door open. 

Then I heard Momma calling me, so I went into 


the house. She said, “Your birthday’s coming up 
soon. Call and invite all your friends. We’re going 
to have a big, bongo party.” I looked around at our 
little house and she said, “Don’t worry, it'll be fine.” 

So before cake, Momma asked Peter and me 
to lead everyone out to the barn. I thought she’d 
lost her marbles. It was cold and crummy and 
rainy and slushy, but out we went. I opened the 
barn door. All the lights were on, and it was clean. 
There was a basketball hoop and two blue swings 
and pogo sticks. In Suzie’s stall were playground 
rings and a Ping-Pong table and a little trampoline. 
And music came on. 

My friends went crazy. 

Before we went back into the house, Mom had 
us all come around her. She showed us a framed 
picture of Peter and me laughing beside Suzie. 
Above the picture it read Live Well. Laugh Often. 
Love Much. Then she hung it there by Suzie’s 
halter. Daddy had oiled the leather and polished 


oS reo Yar enim i el Ep eal 
UGH OFTEN, Love MUCH. 


et mee 


the nameplate. All my friends wanted to read 
where it says her show name, Greymist. 


I know we'll get another horse. 


Lucy, Greymist Farin 


Meet the Author 


Charlie Kurdge 


LT 
¥ 


yi : My family really did 

w/ havea horse named 

| Suzie. After she died, 
we got a horse named 

Heather. We turned her 

loose in Suzie’s orchard and she galloped all 


we Suzie 


over. Then she stopped, flopped down, and 
rolled in the only spot of dirt there—Suzie’s 
grave. She’s every bit the character Suzie was. + 
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Cratt ° 
_ Vacation 
Memories 


Create a keepsake box to hold your summer souvenirs. 


jeeeeet? Glue natural 
objects from 
the woods to 
the top of the 
box. 


Paint the box using, ,_ 


acrylic paint. . 


Glue letter beads -**" 
to the front sides 


of the box. ***... Use scrapbook 


paper for a fun 
background. 


Frame a CAMP set eessccccccccccccce % 
photo with 4 
small twigs. 


.-- Glue a piece 
= of patterned 
fabric to the 
bottom of 
the box. 


Camping Savor summer camp memories all year long! 
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Photos: Mike McKenzie/Hot Shots Craft concept: Angela Trofi 


_yeest Make photos 

5 pop off the 
background by 
attaching them 
with thick 


mounting tape. 


: veeeee Glue glass pieces 
(available at craft 
stores) onto the 
back of the box 
for a cool mosaic 
background. 


colten | Gate Bridge | Cate ca | 


cannes 


—— = 
POWELL & HYDE Sts. 


Make metropolitan memories stay alive. 
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Faced with a tricky, sticky, or icky 
situation this summer? With a little know-how—and 


smart thinking—you can handle it. Take a : 


sneak peek at American Girl’s new book 


SES about getting through nearly anything. 
A 
Le 


1. Use your heel brake. 
Keep your knees bent and 


your arms straight out 
ahead. Slide your brake 
foot in front of your other ‘ front of the other. Put your weight on your 
foot, and then, with both knees bent, 


lift the toe till you feel the brake make contact together your 


forward foot. Turn your back foot so that 


with the ground. Sink down, bending your feet make a T. 
knees even more, to put pressure on the brake. Drag the inside 
Hold that position until you stop. edges of the 
wheels on your 
2. Try a T-stop. Once again, start by back skate till it 


bending your knees and sliding one foot in slows you down. 
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1. Arrange your clothes. Check for damage. 
Don’t try to stand up right away. 


2 Thank the people who help you gather up 
your stuff. Don’t rush as you put it back together. 
You don’t want to drop it all again six feet away. 


1. Who says you made the team lose? The 


same girl who blamed somebody else last week? 
She doesn’t have the right to dump on you or 
anybody else. Tune her out. Other girls will, too. 


2 O.K. So you made a mistake. Somebody else 
probably made one earlier in the game. Your 
team’s position at the end of the contest is the 
result of many, many moves by both teams. 
Rarely is it fair to say that one player cost a win. 


3. Crack a joke. 


4. Stand up and walk away. Carefully. 


3. Don’t beat yourself up. Figure out why 
things went wrong so they won’t happen again. 
Then move on. Treat yourself the way you 
would treat someone else in your shoes. 


4. Of course, you may know all this and still 
feel bad. So get some of 


the disappointment 
off your chest. 

Send an e-mail to 
a friend. Write in 
your diary. Put 
yourfeelingsinto ~ — 
words. You'll feel lighter. 
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1. Don’t take swings in the air when a bee 


flies by to check you out. Move s-l-o-w-l-y. You 
are much, much, much more likely to get 
stung if the bee gets nervous than if it doesn’t. 


2. Get rid of things that might be attracting the 
bee. Cover your food. Bees love soft drinks, 
so put a top on your Coke or peek inside the can 
before taking a sip. (You do not want to get 
stung in the mouth.) Finish the drink ef 
inside if you have to. Take simple 

precautions. If your backyard is 


full of clover, put your shoes on. 


1. Stay put. There are going to be people 
looking for you, and you don’t want to wander off 
in the opposite direction by mistake. That said, 

if there’s an open area nearby, go there. You'll be 
easier to spot than if you huddle under a tree. 


2. Make noise. Hoot. Holler. Do what you 
can to let searchers know where you are. 


3. Don’t let yourself get cold. If you've got 
a jacket, zip it up. If you’ve got a hat, wear it. 
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Wear light-colored clothes during bee season. 
Believe it or not, bees like dark colors and floral 
prints. They like perfumey things, too. Lay on 
the raspberry body splash, the lilac bath powder, 
or the scented hair gel, and to a bee you'll seem 
as inviting as a flower bed. Keep the scents on 


the shelf until the weather LD 
x 
37) 
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If it gets dark—O.K., this is scary, but you can 
handle it: Gather some brush or dried leaves. 
Make a bed so you're not lying on cold, bare 
ground. Put some of that brush on top of you, 
and you'll have a kind of blanket as well. 


4. It’s morning? Crow like a rooster. Help 
the folks who’ve been looking for you all night 
find you in time for a big waffle breakfast. 


1. A short lesson in dog language: 


So the first thing to do ifa dog comes toward 
you in an angry way is to stop and stand still. 
You can turn to the side, but don’t turn around. 


2. Keep your hands down. Don’t talk to the 
dog or look him in the eye. Most dogs who 


/ Get advice when you 
can. Learn 
what you can. uv, 
But don’t look 


to others for = z 


You’ve 
gota “\ 
secret weapon ; 
against all kinds of (= 
troubles, and that 


secret weapon is you. all the answers. 


come at you barking aren’t mean; they’re 
scared. Avoiding his eyes will make you 
seem less threatening. 


3. When the dog stops barking, begin to | 
back slowly away. You can sidestep, but, | 
again, don’t turn your back to the dog. 


4. Ifthe dog lunges for you, give him some- 
thing else to bite—like your backpack 

or your bike. Put anything you can between 
you and the dog, and do everything you can 
to stay on your feet. 


disaster rlaSter 


Never pet a dog unless the owner is present. 
Even then, always ask first. 


Give a dog a chance to see and sniff you before 


you touch him. If he seems relaxed—if he’s not 
tense or stiff—pet him on the side of the face, 
under his ears, or under his chin. 


Don’t pet him on top of his head or get down and 
hug him. Both things can be threatening. This 
dog may not be sure whether he can trust you. 


> trust 


Youcanstand @ 

onyourown 7 yourself. 
two feet. You'll be able 
You've gota to handle 
good brain and just about 
common sense. anything. 
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All answers on page 44. 
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How do you make an elephant float? Well, you take 10 elephants, 12 tons of chocolate ice cream, 500 gallons of root beer... Carl ‘-) 
Age 12, Florida 
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porcupine ¢ 


Get the Fictwe?’ 


To find the pretty picture hidden in this 
grid, fill in squares on both sides of the red 


line until the part of the picture to the left of 
the red line is the mirror image of the part 


of the picture to the right of the red line. 


Animal Antics 


Unscramble the first letters of the names of the animals in this scene 
to spell out the answer to the riddle below: 


What "a you get when yov cross a turtle and a 


five-letter word can 


\ you take away 


et '-) “Knock, knock.” “Who’s there?” “Ghost.” “Ghost who?” 


sh 


linois 


Age 7, 


What did the banana say to the doctor? “I am not peeling well!” Byid. 
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Look at the other 
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To do the trick, just follow these steps: 
L. Fold a postcard in half lengthwise. 
2. Cut along the red vertical lines. 


3. Cut along the fold from A to B. 


4. Unfold your postcard—now a very thin loop of paper— 
and step through it! 


A B 


ueSIYIIA ‘OT OSV 
(-) CFAALE) jerqowoyny 2S-y-5 UIM Ssyeys pue s19}}9] UD} SEY PIOM TEUM 


Imagine you're in a room with no doors at all and not a single window. How do you get out? Stop imagining! Caitlin :-) 
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Lisa and Leslie want to go swimming, but t 
girls’ swimsuits and towels to figure out which towels belong to them. 


Bet a friend that you can step through a postcard! 


Ee we 


"LZ esed uo sivodde 
‘aspodespoy ‘piomzzng syL 
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Age 12, Maryland 


Why did the belt have to go to jail? Because it held up a pair of pants! Tay ov ‘-) Want to read more funny jokes like these? Then check out americangir!.com! 


Age 11, Texas 


\llustrations: Tracey Wood 
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Here’s an American girl of yesterday. Read the clues 
about her and guess who she ts now. 


Clue 1 

At 8, I spent the summer taking 
careful notes about the birds 
near my Florida home, especially my favorite— 
the tall and graceful blue heron. 


I 


Clue 2 
When I was young, I always 
wanted an audience for my own 


(): 


dancing or water ballet shows. But in junior 
high, I was finally in a veal play. Believe it or 
not, I played the part of a man in “Twelve 
Angry Men.” 


Clue 3 

For six months, my mom and I 
lived in a real tepee in California! 
Our amazing adventure meant that I bathed 


in the nearby river and snuggled by a cozy fire 
each night. 


Clue 4 


When I got braces, I was sure 


F I’d never be able to smile again. 
But soon after getting them, one of my best 
friends got them, too. Suddenly, we were a 
team and actually proud of our tin grins! 


PDE DEN eet es 


WUE EEE 


Here | am at age nine. 


< a Clue 5 
- ~ In sixth grade, a landslide cut 


off my California town from 
all roads for two weeks. School was canceled, 
so we rode our bikes all over—even on the 
empty highway. 


Take a guess! 


When this American girl grew up, she became: 


an orthodontist 
Oo anaturalist 


an actress 


an archaeologist 


Turn the page and find out if you’re right! 
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One of the things Carla 
Gugino likes best about 
being an actress is criss- 
crossing the globe for 
her job. She also enjoys 
exploring her characters’ 


complex lives. But Carla 

finds one more thrill: “It’s 

just really fun!” she says. 
Carla’s most fun role is 


Carla with her co-star, 
Antonio Banderas as Superagent and super- 


mom Ingrid Cortez, from Spy Kids. “When I 
read the first script, I thought, ‘That’s who I’d 
want to have for amom,’” explains Carla, who 
revisits the role in Spy Kids 2: The Island of 
Lost Dreams, due out this summer. 


Photo credits on page 2. 


Her onscreen children, Juni 
and Carmen, again tackle their 
fears and face some unique 


She's Carla Gugino 


sieriagesiis “ES 


challenges in Spy Kids 2. Carla says she can 
relate—she had some big adventures of her 
own as a girl. But looking back, Carla believes 
her courage grew with each exciting girlhood 
experience, from living in a tepee to exploring 
muddy mountain trails on her bike. 


Carlaremembers her gm 
greatest adventure as a 
girl was moving—seven 


times! “I was exposed 
to so many different 
people and cultures, so Carla dha her ashy kids” 
I think moving around attend a movie premiere. 
was areal gift for me,” she says. 

That exposure to new people and places 
inspires Carla to try—and succeed at—new 


escapades. “Some sort of fear always goes 
with trying something unknown, and I hope 
I'll be overcoming fears my whole life!” x 


- 


r 


Carla’s advice to American girls: 
“Set your goals and focus on what you believe 


in, but be open to the direction 


your life may take you.” 


You can write to Carla 

c/o Dimension Films/SK 2 
8439 Sunset Blvd. 

West Hollywood, CA 90069 


—& Carla began her career a a Model—at age 151! 


HELP! 


Dear American Girl, 
Whenever something embar- 
rasses me, my face turns bright 
red. Then people start saying 
things like “Look at her face!” or 
“Hey, your face is all red!” I try 
y stay calm, but it doesn’t help! 

etting/ Reddwu 
It’s natural to blush when you’re 
embarrassed, and some people 
just blush more than others. You 
can’t control it. So the next time 
someone teases you for getting 
red, try to laugh it off. You could 
say, “Really? My face is red? I’ve 
got to see that!” Then hurry to 
the bathroom to splash cool water 
on your cheeks. That should help 
get rid of the red! 

x 

Dear American Girl, 
My sister and I will start shaving 
our legs this summer. I’m two 
years older than she is. I don’t 
think that’s fair! She shouldn’t 
start the same year I do. 
Uuntaic 
You’re right, it’s not fair, but it’s a 
fact of life—most little sisters get 
to do things at a younger age than 
their older sisters did. Try talking 


to Mom about how you feel, but 
remember: whining will only make 


you seem immature, so use a calm 
voice. No matter what Mom says, 
look on the bright side. Shaving 
can be tricky, and if your sis is 
doing it, too, you can trade tips. 

*% 
Dear American Girl, 
My friend moved to California. 
I was sad, but I got used to it. 
Now she’s coming back. The 
problem is, I’m doing so well 
without her, I don’t know if I 
want her to come back! 
Q bed Friend? 
Relax. Just because your old friend 
is coming back doesn’t mean you 
have to change your new life. So 
give her a chance. Who knows? 
You might enjoy having her around 


again. You can also have the fun of 


showing her the new things in your 


town and introducing her to some 


of your friends. But don’t worry if 


you and your old friend don’t get 
along as well as you used to. Your 
friendship can’t be exactly the 
same since you've both changed. 
4 
Dear American Girl, 
My brother is getting married 
soon, and all my sisters and 
brothers are in the wedding. I’m 
the only one who isn’t. I feel 
really left out. 
Weddi ng Blwes 
Couples can’t always include 
everyone in the wedding party that 
they’d like to, so don’t feel bad. 
Truth is, it’s usually more fun to be 
a guest than to be in the wedding. 
You'll still get a special outfit, but 
you can pick it out yourself. You'll 
also have more time for fun with 
the other wedding guests. There 
are lots of other ways you can be a 
part of your brother’s big day, too. 
Maybe you can be in charge of the 
guest book, help make center- 
pieces, or even decorate the car. 
Offer to help out, and you won’t 


feel left out. 


JuLY/AUGUST 2002 


47 


48 


MORE HELP 


Dear American Girl, 
I’m 11 years old, and I have 
a problem. I always get home- 
sick! I recently went ona 
camping trip with friends, and 
He every night! I’m a mess. 
Many girls have the same problem. 
But you can beat the homesick 
blues. Remember that your parents 
don’t want you to be sad—it’s O.K. 
to have a good time without them! 
Bring a few funny photos from 
home. Also, pack a small computer 
game or a good book to keep you 
busy before bed. Focusing on the 
fun things you did that day should 
cheer you up, too. Good luck! 

x 
Dear American Girl, 
I play golf, but my friends don’t. 
They don’t think it’s a cool 
sport, but I like it very much. 
What should I say? 
Tn Dros ! 
Say, “Try telling Tiger Woods that 
golf isn’t cool!” If you want, you 
can invite a friend to play golf with 
you so she can see why you like 
it so much. But no matter what, 


don’t rely on your friends to decide 


AMERICAN GIRL 


what you like. Whether it’s golf, 


the latest pop group, or the new 
girl in the neighborhood, you’re 
coolest when you have your own 
opinions about what’s cool, even 
when your friends disagree. 

x 
Dear American Girl, 
My neighbors have a five-year- 
old girl. I’ve babysat for her all 
summer and they still haven’t 
paid me! I like watching their 
daughter, but I feel ripped-off 
and mad at them. Should I go 
on strike, or tell them that I’m 
extremely aggravated? 
Confused Sitter 
If you blow your top, you could lose 
this job. Handle this like a business 
person. On your next day off, figure 
out how much they owe you. Then 


call them and say, “I need to talk 


about my babysitting fee. So far, 
you owe me X dollars. I’d like to 
pick it up next time | come over. 
Is that convenient?” That gives 
them a chance to have the money 
on hand. When you get paid, say, 
“Thanks! And I'd like to be paid at 
the end of every week from now 
on, please.” If they don’t pay you 
on time, tell them you can’t sit for 


them anymore—and stick to it. 


+# 


Advice from You 

“Fill a notebook with inspiring 
quotes that you hear or read. 
One of my favorites is ‘Shoot 
for the moon, and even if you 


miss, you’ll land among the 
stars.’ When’you’re feeling 
depressed, flip through it to 


bring back your confidence.” 


Korrenne &, 


Age 13, Connecticut 


Need advice? Got advice? Write: 


Help! 


AmericanGirl 


8400 Fairway Place 
Middleton, WI 53562 


We looked:-at. moré than 
50.swimsuits ‘to find 
just 2 that were right : 
forthe cover! Want ss ime 

to knew more? Go to Fe 

-. Behind the Seenes.at 

, and 

take our cover quiz. 


Five Funniest 
Favorite Thing <¢ from 
the Foedry yuan 


. 6, 


You can create your. own funny 
poems when you check out Behind 
the Scenes at 


We planned 
last February; so.we tried the games 
at/an indeorpool; Our testers had a 

But when they. played “Say. 
What?’ a message that’started as, 
ended as. 


When the AG staffers took this 
a \essue's “Casting Call” quiz, we 
ended up with 
2 Costume 
Queens, 1 Acting Ace, 


and only 


i 


For 
pes pe the Scénes scoop, check out 
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